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REQUEST FOR RECONSIDERATION OF EXAMINATION SCHEDULE 
Applicant received a letter dated May 5, 2003, from the Customer Service Office, a copy of 
which is enclosed, indicating that it will be more than 15 months until the Technology Center assigned to 
the examination of this patent application will issue its first Office Action. This letter further suggests 
that Applicant may wish to investigate whether a Petition to Make Special would be appropriate. 

Please note that Applicant has already filed the Petition to Make Special on the basis of 
Applicant's age. This petition was granted February 19, 2002 (copy enclosed). 

Given that it has been over a year since the expedited prosecution petition was granted and almost 
one year and nine months since the application's filing date, Applicant respectfully requests 
reconsideration of the examination schedule. It is Applicant's belief that a wait of over two years from 
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v the grant date of a Petition to Make Special and three years from the application's filing date fails to 
correlate with the USPTO guidelines for expedited prosecution found in MPEP §708 et seq. 
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THOMPSON COBURN, LLP 
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SUITE 3500 
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To: Applicant of Serial Number 09935510 

We currently project that it will be more than 15 months before this application 
will receive a first office action. This is because the application is classified in a 
technology that has experienced a large filing rate growth over the last few years. 
The Office is addressing the growth by adjusting examination resources accord- 
ingly. You may wish to consult the MPEP (708.02) to see if filing a petition to make 
special is appropriate. 



Customer Service Office in Technology Center: 
Phone Number: 703-306-0377 
FAX Number: 703-872-9314 

Applicant/Attorney Contact Information : 
Telephone: (314)552-6000 
Fax: No Fax # 
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This is a decision on the petition under 37 C.F.R. § 1.102 (c), filed December 10, 2001 to make 
the above-identified application special. 

Petitioner requests that the above-identified application be made special under the accelerated 
examination procedure set forth in M.P.E.PJ 708.02, Section IV: Applicant s Age. 

A grantable petition to make special under 37 C.F.R. § 1.102 and in accordance with M.P.E.P. § 
708 02 IV must include a showing, as by a birth certificate or the applicant s statement that the 
applicant is sixty five (65) years of age or more. No fee is required for this petition. 

The petition includes a birth certificate, Julius L. Goldstein, showing that applicant is sixty five 
(65) years of age or more. 

Accordingly, the petition is GRANTED. 

The application will retain its special status throughout its entire prosecution, including any 
appeal to the Board of Patent Appeals and Interferences, subject only to diligent prosecution by 
the applicant. 

The application file will be forwarded to the examiner for expedited prosecution. 
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